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ECCLESIA’S “FLAT STANLEY” PROJECT

 Many of you have no doubt heard of the Flat Project done by many schools to increase literacy 
among young people.  If you’re not familiar with it, it is based on a 1964 children’s book by Jeff 
Brown.  A summary of the book is as follows:

 Stanley Lambchop and his younger brother Arthur are given a big bu"etin board by their 
Dad for displaying pictures and posters. He hangs it on the wa" over Stanley's bed. During the 
night the board fa"s $om the wa", flattening Stanley in his sleep. He survives and makes the 
best of his altered state, and soon he is entering locked rooms by sliding under the door, and 
playing with his younger brother by being used as a kite. Stanley even helps catch some art 
museum thieves by posing as a painting on the wa". One special advantage is that Flat Stanley 
can now visit his $iends by being mailed in an envelope. Eventua"y Arthur reverts Stanley to 
his proper shape using an air pump used for footba"s.

 We want to see just how far our Flat Stanley can travel this summer.  As many of you set out for 
family vacations and trips, we want to encourage you to take Flat Stanley along with you.  Have 
your children (or you) color your Flat Stanley, cut him out, and fold him along the lines.  Take a 
picture of your Flat Stanley in as many interesting places as possible this summer.  Then, bring your 
pictures back and put them on the Flat Stanley Wall that we will have set up in the back of the 
church.  Put a marker on the map indicating where Flat Stanley has traveled and tell us a little 
about your trip.  That way, we can keep up with each other as we all head in different directions for 
vacation.  Happy traveling!


