
7th Grade New Testament (Gospels)
Lesson Plan: Cleansing the Temple (Luke 19:45-46)
Learning Goals: Students will evaluate Jesus’ response to the moneychangers in the temple and will 

seek to illustrate examples of  this kind of  behavior in the church today.
Question: In your opinion, what is the wrong way to express your anger? What do you think is the 

right way?  (or Alternative Activity)

Prayer

Discuss Question on Board

Read Luke 19:45-46

Read Stein p. 187-188

Coins:
• Every year during Passover, every adult Jewish male had to pay a temple tax of  1/2 shekel. 

(Only one available without idolatrous image and terminology was the Tyrian silver half-shekel 
- technically the silver didrachma of  Tyre)

• Tables of  moneychangers were set up to exchange your currency to a non-pagan coin - for a 
fee, of  course.

Activity: “Bible Balderdash”

Item needed: Bible Dictionary, notecards, pen/pencil

The teacher will use the dictionary to find the definition of  obscure and outrageous words and 
names from the Bible. Break the class into three teams. For each round, read and spell the word 
so that each team can write it down. Give the team a few minutes to write a phony (but 
believable) definition for the word. They should write it down on the notecard and give it to you. 
Then you will shuffle the papers and read aloud all the definitions including the correct one, 
which you have written down on a notecard. By raising their hands, students will vote for the 
correct definition. Award one point to each team that guessed the right definition and three 
points to any team that got the other team to vote for their phony definition. That motivates 
teams to try and fool others by writing convincing definitions.

Follow Up Questions:
• Which phony definitions fooled the most people?
• How did you know which one was correct?
• How do people in real life trick people using words that mean something different than 

what they think it means?
• In our lesson today, we’ll learn about people who redefined what God’s temple was to be 

used for. In what ways do people misunderstand the real purpose of  going to a church or 
temple?
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Animals:
• Jews who needed to bring a sacrifice often did not bother to find their own spotless animal.
• Finding your own spotless animal sacrifice was difficult but this practice of  selling animals by 

the temple turned the temple into something like a bazaar or stable.
• At the temple, spotless animals were sold to make the sacrificial system “user friendly”

Jesus:
• He see the animals, smells them, and hears their loud noise.
• He sees the greedy money changers, taking advantage of  God’s temple.
• He cleansed the temple because it was being used for commercial purposes rather than for 

worship.
• Jesus demonstrated his authority over the temple in this act.
• Jesus pronounced judgment on the temple itself  (it will be destroyed in AD 70)
• Jesus has “righteous indignation.” He has emotions but he is not carried away by them.

(Read 20:1-8; 19-47)

In groups of  3 or 4, discuss and find 5 examples in our culture of  “moneychanging.” How does our 
current church try to make the gospel “user friendly?” List them and describe your answer.  Turn 
them in at the end of  class with the names of  all your group members on the sheet.

Lesson Summary/Review:
Students should review and highlight the following vocabulary terms and concepts from this lesson 
in their notes:

• Silver Didrachma of  Tyre
• Why did Jesus turn over the tables in the Temple and get so angry when he arrived in 

Jerusalem?
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