Norris (2015-2016)

Compare and contrast the events leading up to Jesus’ birth in Matthew and Luke

Matthew:

John the Baptist

Jesus’ Earthly Parents:

Mary

Songs of Praise/Prophecy

Luke:

7th Grade New Testament (Gospels)
The Birth of Jesus - Pt. 1

Joseph
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Norris (2015-2016)

( HEROD’S TEMPLE IN THE TIME OF JESUS )

Herod began construction of this magnificent temple in 20/19 8.C., during the 18th
year of his reign. The main construction phase was completed within about a
decade. Detailed descriptions of the temple exist in Josephus (Jewish Antiquities
15.380-425; Jewish War 5.184-247) and in early rabbinic writings (esp. Mishnah,
Middot). The Roman army under Titus destroyed the temple during the capture of
Jerusalem in AD. 70. The temple was 172 feet (52 m) long, wide, and high (about
16 to 20 stories tall).

There was an upper chamber above the
sanctuary, which allowed access (through
holes in the floor) for cleaning of the
gold-covered walls below. A ladder
(shown partly cut away in this section)
gave access to the upper roof level.

A massive curtain separated the Holy
Place from the Most Holy Place. When
Jesus died, this curtain was torn in
two from top to bottom (Matt. 27:51;
Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45),

The high priest entered
the Most Holy Place
once a year, on the Day
of Atonement, to offer
incense and sprinkle
blood. Josephus reports
that this room was
empty, although the
original emplacement of
the Ark of the Covenant
in the “Foundation
Stone” was still visible, |

The inner sanctuary was
surrounded on three sides by three
stories of chambers, containing

38 cells that housed supplies and
vessels for the ritual ceremonies.

Illustration reprinted from the ESV Study Bible (online):
http://www.esvbible.org/resources/esv-study-bible/illustration-

hetrods-temple-in-jesus-time /

7.2.2 (handout #2)

Temple Architectural Plan
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The Holy Place contained the lampstand, the
table for the bread of the Presence, and the
altar of incense. An angel of the Lord appeared
to Zechariah on the right side of the incense
altar (Luke 1:11).
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