
7th Grade New Testament (Gospels)

Calling of  the Disciples
Matthew 4:18-22; Luke 5:1-11

What is a disciple?

Definition of  disciple: ______________________________________________________

Definition of  rabbi: ________________________________________________________

Rabbinic method/model of  teaching:

• ___________________________________ ( __________________ ) 

- start at age 4-5 - focus on memorization; memorizing the Torah/Penteteuch (Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy); study here until first Passover

• ___________________________________ ( __________________ )

- about 13 - best students (along with adults in the town) studied the writings and the 
prophets; began learning the oral traditions; learning to make applications for themselves

• ______________________ ( _________________ )

- best students studied with a rabbi directly; different from student; the rabbi-talmid 
relationship was a very intense and personal system of  education. 
‣ All students longed to hear a rabbi say to them, ______________________________

‣ student wants to learn what teachers knows to ______________________________

‣ talmid wants to __________________________________; to become what the 
teacher is

How Many Disciples Were There? Why?

Who were these guys?

• Peter, Andrew, James, and John - ________________________

• Matthew - __________________________
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• Simon - _______________________________
- These were a nationalistic group of  Jews who wanted to overthrow Roman rule, often by 

violent means.

• Judas Iscariot ( ______________? )
- “Ninja Assassins” - assassinated Romans or those colluding with Rome using distinct, 

curved knife

Why did Jesus choose these guys?

• Their number was a visual representation of  ______________________________ (12 tribes)

• He chose them _____________________________ - to accompany him on his ministry; to 
see who Jesus was and to master the teachings he would entrust to them

• They were to become Jesus’ ____________________________, sent out to preach the 
message; the disciples were also the foundation on which Jesus would build the church.

- Apostle = _________________________

- *Apart from Jesus’ death and resurrection, probably no other event in Jesus’ life possessed greater 
significance and had more lasting consequences than his choosing of  the twelve.  (Robert Stein, 121)
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Disciple Worksheet

In your groups discuss what kind of  people you would be looking for if  you were starting a 
worldwide ministry. List these characteristics in the left hand column on the chart below.

Then, using the description of  the 12 disciples as a guide, list the characteristics of  the disciples in 
the right hand column below. (You may include any additional information you know from the 
gospel accounts concerning them.)

After making your lists, answer the following questions within your group:

1. Why do you think Jesus might have picked these unlikely people to pour his ministry and 
teaching into and to become the foundation of  the early church?

2. How does Jesus selection of  these 12 men provide hope and encouragement to us today?
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Characteristics you would look for Characteristics of  the 12 Disciples
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Chart from Jesus and the Gospels by Craig Blomberg, p. 277


